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instead of the more elegant small capitals; and the text is com- 
posed alternately of large type such as is used in the other papers, 
and of blocks of small print, containing about half the essay. If 
this be altogether a printer's vagary, it is only to be hoped that he 
will not do it again. If, on the other hand, as seems probable, the 
author placed in small print matter which appeared to him of less 
importance, it may be doubted whether such discrimination was 
wise. The small print often contains illustrations which are needed 
to force home the general statements in large print ; and, if the por- 
tions in small print had been pruned a little and incorporated with 
the rest, the article would have been read with more pleasure and 
conviction. 

H. Stanley Jevons. 
University College, Cardiff, Wales. 

Fichte: Seine Ethik und Seine Stellung zum Problem 
des Individualismus. Von Dr. Maria Raich. Tubingen : J. C. 
B. Mohr, 1905. 

This is on the whole a disappointing book. The authoress ob- 
viously has a thorough and competent knowledge of Fichte's writ- 
ings. She approaches the subject from an interesting standpoint, 
realizing how much there is in the meaning given by Fichte to such 
expressions as Activitat, schopferisches, Personality, Vernunft- 
kunst, and in the importance given to such conceptions in his sys- 
tem that make his philosophy of great value to modern thought. 
In reading the book we come every now and then upon a sugges- 
tive passage that makes us see how wonderfully Fichte united some 
of the opposing tendencies of modern thought ; how he starts from 
the Kantian categorical imperative and completes it by a fuller 
and juster psychological analysis and by his doctrine of "the beauti- 
ful soul" ; how he was the great leader in the German glorification 
of the state, and yet realized, as few philosophers have done, the 
worth and beauty of the individual. This, no doubt, was the im- 
pression which Dr. Raich intended her book as a whole to produce. 
We can believe that the authoress could have achieved this 
result if she had gone about it in the right way. But unfortu- 
nately the actual impressions created by reading the book are those 
of weariness and perplexity. As it stands, the book is not much 
more than a cento of quotations from Fichte, interspersed with a 
few guiding comments by Dr. Raich. Even these are arranged 
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in such a way that it is very hard to tell when we are reading Dr. 
Raich, and when Fichte. Now much of Fichte's thought may be 
modern and of great importance and value for modern contro- 
versies, but the framework of his philosophy, his "Ichheit," and 
Bewusstsein uberhaupt, and his way of using such terms as "ob- 
jectivity" are only puzzling to a modern reader. Dr. Raich herself 
explains that this has inevitably led to the opinion that Fichte is 
a psychological idealist. Now this being so, if Dr. Raich had trans- 
lated the Fichtian Ich and all its implications into modern philo- 
sophical language, and given us an acount of Fichte in her own 
words, the book might have been a valuable contribution to phil- 
osophy. As it is the book comes too perilously near deserving 
the title "Extracts from Fichte," and philosophical extracts are not 
to be recommended. 

A. D. Lindsay. 
Balliol College, Oxford. 

Saggi Per La Storia Della Morale Utilitaria. II. Le 
Teorie Morale E Politiche Di L. A. Helvetius. Di Rodolfo 
Mondolfo. Verona-Padua: Fratelli Drucker, 1904. Pp. 141. 

Il Dubbio Metodico E La Storia Della Filesofia. Di Ro- 
dolfo Mondolfo. Verona-Padua: Fratelli Drucker, 1905. Pp. 
190. 

The monograph on the moral and political theories of Helvetius 
with which Prof. Mondolfo continues his studies in Utilitarian 
Ethics is excellent both in form and in matter. The author pays 
special attention to the points of similarity and of difference be- 
tween Helvetius and Hobbes (from whom this series of studies 
takes its departure), and he is inclined to give the palm of con- 
sistency to the former. He is also at pains to place the theories of 
Helvetius in their proper perspective and historical setting. Prof. 
Mondolfo might, however, have given with advantage more promi- 
nence to the influence of Helvetius on the formation of English 
Utilitarianism. It was the study of Helvetius that gave to the philos- 
ophy of Bentham its distinctive direction — the approach to ethics 
from the side of politics. It was Helvetius, again, whom Bentham 
followed in giving a new foundation in utility to the doctrine of the 
sovereignty of the people. To Helvetius the sovereignty of morality 
lay in the sovereignty of the general interest, and this again de- 
pended on the sovereignty of democracy and of liberty — a con- 



